Khama  Becomes  Chief
tenacious in the primitive and savage mind. As
a private person, he had, at no little cost and
peril, broken away from the herd, but to do so
as chief demanded courage and conviction such
as few men possess.
The people were about to commence to dig
their gardens, and this was always done with
elaborate ritual, the origins of which run back
into immemorial myths, and which seem to
have some kind of relation to the rites of
Adonis described in leaser's " Golden Bough."
Were they to be told to go out and dig without
any ceremony at all, or could the customs be
diverted into higher and purer ideals ? That
was the problem, and Khama decided <c not to
destroy, but to fulfil." He called the tribe to
his " letsemma," as a Christian chief, in a
Christian way, and thus publicly acknow-
ledged from the outset his adherence to the
Christian faith. He told his people that, while
he did not prohibit heathen ceremonies, they
must not be performed in the khotla, and, as
chief, he would have nothing to do with them.
Then followed a Christian service* led by
Mackenzie.
So much for " the idols of the tribe."
But the next difficulty concerned the white
traders who had come to live in the town, or
who from time to time passed through the
country. IVom the days of his boyhood he had
seen the ravages which the white man's Drink
caused amongst the native people, and a
strong determination had grown in his mind
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